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Abstract:

Although there are numerous definitions and theories of the concept of development, many developing
countries continue to suffer from problems associated with lack of development and environmental
degradation. It seems that states in developing countries are not effectively facing the increasing
requirements for development. In response, institutions and organizations of civil society stepped-up
to promote the realization of social development and self-reliance among the citizens. In consequence,
the past twenty years witnessed the birth of many national and international non-governmental
organizations which started to deliver social services to the population. However, and with reference
to Egypt, conflicting opinions questioning the relationship between these organizations and the
development of civil society have started to emerge.

This paper attempts to investigate first the role of these societies in the development of civil society
and review the controversy over this role. The attempt will also touch upon and evaluate several
studies which relate to the role of these organizations in the development of civil society in Egypt.

Keywords: developing countries, civil societies, lack of development.
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