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Engineering Programs and Social Sciences at Sultan Qaboos University:
Presentation of Experience and Trends

Ahmed Yousef and Haj Bordosen

Abstract

The engineering programs at Sultan Qaboos University are designed to include a number of courses related to
humanities and social sciences. This will enrich the interdisciplinarity required for engineering programs from both
theoretical and practical aspects. This trend has become more significant after ABET accreditation of all College
of Engineering programs in the last few years. However, like any new deployment of such interdisciplinarity, few
challenges were encountered and a number of solutions successfully adopted. This fact is natural for engineering
disciplines that have strong ties with rapidly evolving industrial environments. The currently growing interaction
between engineering and social sciences will certainly result in the emergence of new fields in educational
programs and scientific research that will strongly serve the modern society. Within this spirit, the paper will
present and discuss a number of interdisciplinary models that are part of SQU engineering programs, emerging
in a similar trend as in most engineering programs in renowned universities. For instance, the final year project,
which is a key element of the engineering curriculum, commonly linked to industry, requires constraints related
to social, ethical, economical, health, environmental and political impacts on the final project outcome.

The curricula of college of engineering contain six compulsory credits and six other elective credits related to
humanities and social sciences that are selected from a list of more than 67 courses.

Keywords: Engineering programs, social sciences, Sultan Qaboos University, experiences, trends.
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# Code Title Credits College/Dept 17 | FOND1101 | The Miracle of the Holy Quran 2 Education
1 | ARAB1110 An Introduction to Linguistics 3 Arts 18 | FOND2106 | Analytical Intepretation 3 Education
2 | ARAB1220 Pre-Islamic Literature 3 Arts 19 | GEOG1015 | Introduction to Geography 2 Arts
3 | ARAB1540 The Natural and Cultural Heritage of Oman 2 Arts 20 | GEOG1110 | Physical Geography 3 Arts
4 | ARAB1551 (A)dministering Archaeological Heritage in 2 Arts 21 | GEOG1220 | Human Geography 3 Arts
man
5 | ARCH1120 Principles of Archaeology 3 Arts 22 | GEOG2031 | Urbanization in the Arabian Gulf 2 Arts
6 ARCH1180 Archaeology and Environment in Oman 2 Arts 23 | GEOG2122 Man and Environment 2 Arts
7 | ARED1001 Contemporary Visual Arts 2 Education 24 | GEOG2124 | Geography of Climate 3 Arts
8 | ARED1002 Appreciation of Islamic Arts and Arabic 2 Education
25 | HIST1024 Introduction to World History 2 Arts
9 | AREN4404 Environmental Psychology 3 CAE
26 | HIST1030 History of the GCCCountries 2 Arts
10 | BHSC2025 Behavioural Science | 3 Medicine
11 | BHSC2029 The Fundamentals of Thinking and Creativity 2 Medicine 27 | HIST1040 Some Aspects of the History of Oman 2 Arts
12 | CUTM1001 | Sci & Sci Education 2 Science 28 | HIST1050 The Arab World and the West 2 Arts
13 | ERSC1002 | Geological wonders 2 Science 29 | HIST1060 The Spread of Islam in Europe 2 Arts
14 | ERSC1003 Int. Env. Geology 2 Science 30 | HIST1070 The Contemporary of the Islamic World 2 Arts
15 | ERSC1005 Water Resources in Oman 2 Science 31 | HIST1090 Civilizations of the Arabian Peninsula 2 Arts
16 | ERSC1006 Gemstones 2 Science 32 | HIST1110 History of the Ancient Near Eastern 2 Arts
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# Code Title Credits | College/Dept
33 | HIST1320 History of Prophet and Caliphate Era 3 Arts

34 | HIST2210 i/\:izodpi:a:gssistory and Civilization in the 3 Arts

35 | INFO1060 Information Science 2 Arts

36 | INFO2210 Information Technology 3 Arts

37 | INFS4100 Children>s Literature 2 Commerce
38 | I1SLM1020 Human Right in Islam 2 Education
39 | 1sLM1101 cheucriat?‘tilon and Memorization of the Holy 1 Education
40 | I1SLM1102 Introduction to Islamic Figh 3 Education
41 | I1SLM2030 The Miracle of the Holy Quran 2 Education
42 | ISLM2031 Islamic Economy 2 Education
43 | ISLM2060 Family Systems in Islam 2 Education
44 | 1SLM2090 Islamic Ethics 2 Education
45 | ISPR1106 Interpretation and quranic sciences 3 Education
46 | ISPR1601 Islam and the Modern World 2 Education
47 | MASS1030 (Public Opinion (UE 2 Arts

48 | MASS1080 (Principles of Public Relations (UE 2 Arts

49 | MASS2021 Mass Media in Oman 3 Arts

50 | MASS2110 | Communication and Development 3 Arts

51 | PHIL1011 An Introduction to Philosophy 3 Arts

52 | PHIL1100 Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 3 Arts

53 | PHIL2060 Ethics 2 Arts

54 | PHYS2802 Universe Exploring 2 Science
55 | PHYS2901 Astronomy 3 Science
56 | PHYS3901 Universers Mysteries 3 Science
57 | socCI101 Introduction to Sociology 3 Arts

58 | SOCI1230 Sociology of Populations 3 Arts

59 | sOCI2112 Education System in Oman 3 Arts

60 | SOCI2120 Sociology of Family 3 Arts

61 | SOCI2151 Medical Sociology 2 Arts

62 | SOWK1100 | Introduction to Social Work 2 Arts

63 | SOWK1211 | Research in Social Work 3 Arts

64 | SWAE2003 | Water in Arid Earth 2 Agriculture
65 | TECH1000 Study Skills 2 Education
66 | THAR1003 Music Appreciation 2 Arts

67 | THAR1001 Theater Appreciation 2 Arts

68 | THAR1013 Oratory/Presentation 2 Arts

69 | THAR1012 Play Writing 2 Arts

70 | THAR1016 Child»s Theater 2 Arts

71 | TOUR1010 Introduction to Tourism 2 Arts

72 | TOUR1020 Modern Trends in Tourism 3 Arts

73 | TOUR1050 | Tourismin Oman 2 Arts

74 | TOUR1060 | Introduction to Tourism Guidance 3 Arts

75 | TOUR2160 | Tourism and Ecology 3 Arts




