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Omani Cultural Heritage and Sustainable Development:
The Role of Research Institutions and Efforts of Specialized
Civil Society Organizations

Ali Al Riyami and Nasser Al Saqgri

Abstract

Cultural heritage reflects humans' cumulative experience? that led to today’s progress. Oman can leverage on its
tangible and intangible cultural heritage to develop comprehensive development plans as part of its 2040 Vision.

Cultural heritage is vital for sustainable development especially when considered as a manifestation of national
identity and social unity that can drive sustainable investment related to Oman’s culture. This will fuel up Oman’s
economy, bring about national identity gains, link the new generations to their past as well as promote social
ties.This paper aims to define the role of research institutions and efforts of specialized civil society organizations
in documenting, identifying and studying Oman’s cultural heritage, linking it with sustainable development, and
exploring how it can be utilized to serve sustainable development matters in Oman.

To achieve this, the paper raises a fundamental question: What is the role of research institutions in adopting
cultural heritage projects, and what are the efforts made by specialized civil society organizations in that re-
spect? What is the quality of completed projects and those under implementation, and what are the limits of
their relationship to sustainable development issues? To what extent can these projects actually contribute to
sustainable development in Oman?

Keywords: cultural heritage, sustainable development, tangible and intangible heritage, citizenship, identity.
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