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Ali Balushi, Tharaya ALalawi, Waad Alsiyabi and Asmahan aljahwari

Abstract

Several coasts of the world have been affected in recent decades by a number of deaths including fish and other
marine species due to the tidal phenomenon caused by the spread of harmful algae. The coast of the Sultanate
of Oman, which extends around 3,165 km, has shown frequent occurrence of this phenomenon.This study aims
to highlight the environmental, economic and social impacts of the red tide phenomenon on the fisheries com-
munities in the Wilayat of Seeb in the Sultanate of Oman.The methodology of the study was based on field work
by distributing a questionnaire to the fishermen community by random sample methods. The sample included
67 fishermen, representing 5% of the 1,432 fishermen in the Wilayat of Seeb. The study concluded that there is
a clear effect of the red tide on the fishing community. Where statistical analyzes showed that about 85% and
74.7% of respondents are affected environmentally through the spread of unpleasant odors and degrade the
water quality, respectively. Socially, the analysis showed that 76.1% of the study population do not feel comfort-
able with this phenomenon. Economically, 65.7% of respondents indicated a decrease in the number of tourists,
while 56.7% illustrated an increase in the costs of maintaining fishing gear and equipment.Finally, the study
recommends the necessity of intensifying studies and research, and placing illustrative panels on the coasts of
how to deal with the red tide.

Keywords: Red tide; Algae; Fisheries Communities; Marine Pollution; Bad Odor; Environmental Impact.
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