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Grammatical Study of “Waw” as a Letter
of Continuation in the Works of “Qutb Al A'limma”

Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Rumbhi

Abstract

Arabic linguists consider the letter “waw” a letter of connotation that plays various functions depending on the
context, including the function of resumption. However, Sheikh Mohammed Bin Youssef Atfeesh Al Jazairi (1243 —
1332 AH.), also known as “Qutb Al A'imma”, makes a claim that does not align with the analysis later agreed-upon
in the modern Arabic grammatical scholarship. Al Jazairi’s claim on the resumption function of the letter “waw” has
had a significant impact on his works. He specifically focused in all his linguistic discussions on treating continuation
letters, such as “waw”, as having other grammatical functions that would better fit their contextual nuances. In
light of Al Jazairi’s views, this paper adopts an analytical descriptive approach to study his claim on the continuation
function of the letter “waw”. The paper is structured into three themes in order to properly examine and study
this claim: (1) studying resumption as a linguistic function by analyzing its concept and various parts, (2) examining
the concept of resumption in the works of Qutb Al A'imma by analyzing his views on the concept and patterns of
resumption, (3) examining the resumption function of the letter “waw” in other contexts and the reflections of Qutb
Al A'imma on that. This research paper is particularly important as it studies an interesting linguistic claim that is
substantially different from mainstream views. The significance of this topic is further emphasized by the semantic
dimension that Qutb Al A'imma added to this grammatical issue as he redirected his analysis to semantic functions
in various contexts, most notably in the context of the Holy Quran.

Keywords: Waw; Continuation; Attraction; Atfeesh; Grammatical Connotation.
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