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The semiotics of the advertising image
in the Arabic Tunisian media discourse

Sourour Almokhtar Lahyani

Abstract

We aim through this paper’” The semiotics of the advertising image in the Arabic media discourse” to study a
relational network whose main pillars are the producer of the image, the receptor, and a message linking between
them, created by the need to communicate. We approached, in this discourse, the relationship between the
components of the visual texture in the image space to explore its regular forms and the effect of this sign on the
receptor. We discussed, through it, to what extent it meets the needs of the receptor, and transmits utilitarian
values that are compatible with the Tunisian environment in which it raised. This work belongs to a research project
in Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University that examines the characteristics of the advertisement image in
Arabic media discourse. We assumed that the educational values intersect with beneficial values in the advertising
image. We contributed, to analyze the mechanisms of producing meaning and generating intent in a Tunisian
model of advertising images in which we adopted three dimensions in the study of the architecture of the sign: the
structural, semantic, and pragmatic dimensions which define a semiotic adequacy in the Arabic Tunisian advertising
image, and show the ability of this type of discourse to open up to the world. We concluded that the structure
of the sign produces a meaning rooted in the environment in which it grows up. Furthermore, we explained the
relation between the structure of the Tunisian Arab advertising image, the Arab value system, and the specifics that
distinguish it.

Keywords: Semiotic approach; Media discourse; Advertising image; Intentional sign; Texture.
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