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Reviews in Arab Critical Writings:
Lucien Goldman's Genetic Structuralism

Mahrous Algalili

Abstract

The present study aims at identifying the role of the recipient audience in the Arab critical field, the critical field
in which they found themselves, and how they dealt with the theoretical critical procedures of the approach.
Critical studies related to the social criticism of literature have increased in the Arab world since the 1950s due to
the compatibility of the mechanism of the approach with the political and social conditions. However, what was
translated about this approach and its various variants to the Arab critical field was little compared to the source.
By “little” here | mean paucity of in-depth studies that trace this critical output from its theoretical origins in the
humanities to its various applications. Sometimes this translation was somewhat distorted due to frequent re-
current translations from intermediate sources, or to the multiplicity of translations of the same term.

This study provides a focused critical panorama that illustrates the horizon of expectation that draws a picture of
the circumstances during which some Arab critics received "genetic structuralism". The study is based on some
Arab theoretical studies on genetic structuralism. It is hoped that this study will enable us to look closely at the
results which these theoretical studies come up with when they ignore the depth of the approach, as well as its
references and tools.

Keywords: Sociology of literature; genetic structuralism; Lucien Goldmann; critical reception; social criticism.
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