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Attitudes of Qatari Academics and Journalists towards
Means and Methods of Media Disinformation:
descriptive-analytical study

Kalid Alshamari, Mohamed N. El Sarayrah

Abstract

This descriptive analytical study aims to identify the attitudes of Qatari academics and journalists towards the
concept of disinformation, its goals, methods, and techniques. It also examines the most practicing entities for
disinformation, its spreading factors, and the role of social networks in that. The study used the survey method
and questionnaire as a tool to collect information and the convenient sample of 142 persons. The results of the
study indicated that there is a generally high degree of approval on the concept of disinformation from the point
of view of the study sample. The results indicated that the statement: "disinformation means to publish false
information intentionally or unintentionally”, has recorded the highest indicator." The results showed that there
is a very high degree of approval in general on the attitudes of the study sample regarding the objectives of dis-
information. The paragraph “diverting attention or attracting it from certain issues” scored the highest indicator.
The results indicate that there is a high degree of approval related to the most used communication methods in
the field of disinformation from the viewpoint of the study sample. The results indicated that the statement that
refers to: "social networks" has recorded the highest indicator.

Keywords: Media Disinformation; Qatari Academics; Qatari Journalists; Social Communication Networks; Deception.
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