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The image of the national self that included in the Omani
social studies textbooks (3-12) in the Sultanate of Oman in
the light of symbolic interaction theory

Maimouna Hamad Al-Hinai, Saif Nasser Al-Maamari, Mahmood Mohamed Ibrahim

Abstract

This study aims to identify the images of the national self by analyzing the Omani social studies textbooks
(3-12), and to identify the balance in the presentation of the national self-image in these textbooks, as well
as to discover the dimensions of social interaction contained in these textbooks, and the balance in their
presentation. In order to achieve these objectives, the researcher followed the content analysis approach.
Considering that, the main category of analysis is the dimensions of social interaction and sub-points under
them (socio-political, economic, cultural, scientific, and technological-religious-environmental). Moreover, the
analysis unit used (explicit idea and image). The results showed that the most frequent dimension in the
national self-image is the economic dimension, and the higher-frequency governorates are Muscat and Dhofar.
Because of these findings, the study came up with a set of recommendations.

Keywords: Social Interaction; symbolic interaction theory; National Self-Image; the Image; Omani Social
Studies Textbooks.
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