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Tenths of Crops and Fruits in the Ottoman State during the Age of Tanzimat:
(1839-1918 A.D. / 1255-1337 Islamic Calendar)

Osamah Ali Talafha

Abstract

The tithe (al-ushur) was considered one of the most important sources of revenue for the Ottoman state during
the era of reforms. It occupied the top position in the total percentage of public revenues in the state. It is
known that the tithe system in the Ottoman state was based on Islamic jurisprudence, the basic principles of
which had been formed since the early days of Islam. The Ottoman state operated for several centuries based
on the principles of the Islamic tithe (Shari’ah). However, with the advent of the era of reforms, changes were
introduced into the tithe system, bringing it closer to a legal system rather than a purely religious obligation. This
led to the emergence of what came to be known as the "regular tithe" (al-ushr al-nizami), The regular tithe was
no longer the same as the traditional religious tithe, but rather encompassed all the changes that occurred in the
tithe system during the era of reforms, departing from its original religious context. One of the most significant
changes was the increases mandated by the regulations issued during that period, which raised the tithe rate
to 12.5% instead of the traditional 1/10 (10%). Additionally, the tithe system became associated with a process
called "Ta’sheer," which determined the amount of tithe due on crops and fruits. Each crop had its own specific
ta’sheer system, and the required amount from the taxpayers was determined as a substitute for the tithe due on
the crops, The state faced numerous challenges related to this process, as it often deviated from the principles of
justice in many instances under the administration of those responsible for its implementation.

Keywords: Tenths; al-ushur; Ta’sheer; The legal tenth; The age of Tanzimat.
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