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Scientific Cross-Culture Communication in Media Research:
A Study of Arab Researchers Participating in International
Research Projects

Maha Abdulmajeed Attia, Hossam Mohamed Elhamy

Abstract

This study explores the obstacles and challenges facing Arab media researchers when participating in interna-
tional research projects. It provides an analysis of the professional and academic context in which they work
and examines its impact on their scholarly production. The study analyzes how cross-cultural communication
theory is practically applied through international media research projects, utilizing a mixed methods research
approach. Initially, a survey was conducted among 248 media researchers, followed by in-depth interviews with
a sample of 10 researchers currently engaged in international media research projects. The results indicate that
self-motivation serves as the primary driving force for Arab media researchers’ participation in international
research projects. However, they encounter challenges associated with their academic institutions. Additionally,
Arab researchers face cultural challenges due to the dominance of certain research perspectives and practices
that are unsuitable for their communities’ contexts and research priorities. These findings propose a theoretical
model that explains the stages and paths of openness in cultural communication within the research field. More-
over, they may assist top managers of academic institutions in gaining a better understanding of how to foster a
healthy, positive, and more productive academic working environment.

Keywords: Communication Research; Cross-culture Communication; Intercultural Communication; Internation-
al Research Projects; Higher education institutions.
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