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The Dialectical Relationship between Trust and Social Capital

Abeer Mohammad bin Sufran

Abstract

This paper addresses the dialectical relationship between trust and social capital, by reviewing some sociological
literature based on various classical and modern trends, starting with David Emile Durkheim, through Robert
de Putnam, Yoshihiro Francis Fukuyama, Talcott Parsons, Piotr Sztompka and Wool Cock. The opposing and
sometimes overlapping perspectives are reviewed. One perspective sees trust as a major component of social
capital and the primary reason for its existence. Another perspective, however, sees trust a result of the existence
of social capital in a society. These two perspectives about trust and social capital confirm that these concepts are
of a double nature (i.e. subjective and objective). They are subjective in the sense that they are tied up with the
individual human action and the subjectivity of people and societies. At the same time, they are objective in the
sense that they appear in social phenomena and issues, and lay the ground for the networks and organizations.
Therefore, they are sometimes discussed as a major component of social human capital, and at other times, as a
result of a return of social human capital. This complex dialectic is still under investigation, analysis and discussion
up to the present moment.

Keywords: Trust; social capital; dialectic relationship.
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