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The impact of the coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19) on practicing
non-academic student activities at Sultan Qaboos University

Amjad Alhaj, Mohamed Sleem and Amal Al yaqoobia

Abstract

The aim of the current study is to find out, from the students attending Sultan Qaboos University, how much
of an impact did the COVID-19 pandemic have on non-academic student activities and to identify the effects
of the transition of these activities from the classroom to the virtual world using google media platforms. The
study was based on an electronic questionnaire resulting in a sample of 496 students who are participating in
non-academic student activities, moreover, the results of the study indicated that the pandemic both positively
and negatively affected the performance of non-academic student activities.The main advantages were the
development of technological skills and the availability of opportunities for innovation and creativity, however,
the biggest disadvantages were the lack of interaction and exchange of collective information between members
within student groups and instructors, the inability of attracting students to participate in activities through media
platforms, and the inability of virtual student activities to meet the needs and expectations of students. The results
indicate the need to formulate a plan on how to provide technical support in the use of applications and to organize
training courses and workshops to increase the awareness of students in this ongoing transition to e-learning.

Keywords: University students; Coronavirus COVID-19; non-academic student activitie; Virtual social
communication; Virtual groups.
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