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The Reality of Time according to Aristotle and McTaggart

Hussain H. A. H. Esmail

Abstract

The investigation of Time, its reality, and its mode of existence (if it does exist) is one of the most important
subject matters in the philosophy of Time and Metaphysics. Part of its importance comes from its relation to the
ontological quest of determining the building blocks of reality and whether Time is one of those blocks. Because
of the noted importance of the philosophical investigation of Time and its nature, | felt the need to introduce
to the Arab specialist reader a detailed exposition of two influential philosophical conceptions of Time, that
of the Greek philosopher Aristotle, who accepts, with a degree of cautiousness, the reality of Time, and that
of the English Idealist philosopher J. McTaggart, who posited notorious arguments against its reality. In that
respect, the method of this paper is, in general, a priori that aims at explicating the conceptual and philosophical
foundations of two significant conceptions about the reality of Time.
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