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Alienation in Saadallah Wannous Theatre:
the Classical Origins of Theme in the World Literature

Bassam Alkhafaji and Mahrous Algalili

Abstract

“Alienation’ is one of the concepts that has been widely debated around it. Because he dealt with the subject of
man and his relations with religion and life. The concept of “alienation” has moved from theology to the womb
of philosophy through a long series of anthropological questions and protests by man against ecclesiastical
authority, leading to its crystallization by philosophers, especially Marxist philosophy. We proceed in our study of
the meaning of (Alienation) from that parallel relationship represented by the unconscious desire of dictatorial
regimes to simulate each other, which has gone beyond stripping human rights to the robbery of individual and
collective consciousness. There is no difference between the type of regimes that have followed humankind,
whether they are religious or civil, with ringing slogans. We will take the comparative thematic approach
according to the Slavic school as a guide in our study; Because it traces the topics without stopping at a specific
language or nationalism but follows the theme of “alienation” beyond time, place, and culture. We will try to
answer two important questions: First- Did the different theatrical texts of Saadallah Wannous (1941-1997), and
the international theater, reveal one truth that emerges from the heterogeneous sum of all tyrannical regimes?
The other: Was the thematic approach able to reveal the image of “alienation” that is formed according to a
comparative thematic relational vision, which indicates one global vision?.

Keywords: alienation; Saadallah Wannous; Global theater; Comparative literature; Slavic school.
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