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Development in Palestine between Merit and Failure (1994-2014):
“Dependency is a major hurdle”

Ayman Abunahia

Abstract

In light of the worsening living conditions in the occupied Palestinian territories due to the policy of settlement,
Judaization and the Israeli occupation, which imposes a controlled siege on the Gaza Strip for many years, it has
lost contact with the rest of the Palestinian territories in particular and the outside world in general. It portends
a humanitarian catastrophe that may strike at any time its population (2 million people), as well as the Israeli
wars, which destroyed the infrastructure of the Gaza Strip, caused severe environmental damage, exhausted
its economy and drained all its energies.Despite all this suffering and the fractiousness of the Palestinian
situation due to the internal division between the two parts of the country (the West Bank and the Gaza Strip),
the Palestinian people did not despair and repeatedly tried to draw up development plans and programs to
advance the Palestinian society and get rid of dependence and self-reliance, despite the failure to implement
them on the ground. Based on the foregoing, the official concerned authorities and civil society as a whole are
required to find a long-term future development strategy to save the deteriorating living conditions and be able
to protect the environment in the Palestinian territories.

Keywords: West Bank; Gaza Strip; Israeli occupation; war; environmental pollution.
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