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The Impact of Using Virtual Educational Tours to Develop Cultural Awareness
Among Learners of Arabic as a Second Language at Qassim University

Ayman Sabry Deif Allah, Muhammad Sultan Ali Al-Sultan

Abstract

The study aims to integrate some components of Arabic culture in some of the activities offered to learners of
Arabic as a second language at Qassim University by providing virtual audio-visual content within the weekly
activity hours to explore its impact on the development of their cultural knowledge. The study also seeks to
reveal the most important challenges these students face during their studies. Using the quasi-experimental
approach, the study was administered to fifty students divided equally into two groups: experimental group and
control group. The experimental group students studied the cultural components of the Arabic language using
virtual educational trips, while and the control group studied using traditional methods. The data were collected
by means of a cultural awareness test and personal interviews. The results of the study showed a positive impact
of integrating the cultural components of the Arabic language in the study materials provided to students on
enhancing international students’ learning of the Arabic language and its culture. The results also showed a
positive attitude of international students towards the Arabic culture and its people. The study recommends
integrating the Arab cultural components into the courses offered to international students who study Arabic as
a second language by expanding the use of the virtual trips strategy to develop culture awareness and language
proficiency.

Keywords: educational trips; cultural awareness; Arabic as a second language; Qassim University; language
teaching for non-native speakers.
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