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The development of the Usuul scholarship (science of Islamic foundations)
by requiring the individual’s intention for the inclusion of the very general
form from Al-Shafi’i to Ibn Al-Subki: presentation, comparison and analysis

Majid Mohammed Alkindi

Abstract

This research aims to examine the issue of (requiring the individual intent for the inclusion of the very general
form) which has been investigated by the Usuul (foundations) scholars because of its profound impact related to
the interpretation of the general form of which there is hardly a legal text that is devoid of it. The 3rd Hijri Century
witnessed the attention given to the rule and dialogue in determining its jurisprudential argumentation. It was
then decided through confirming the acceptable branches, and the falsification of the unacceptable branches.
The scholarship of Usuul continued developing the study on this issue theoretically and taxonomically, to settle
in the eighth Hijri century as an independent topic in which the views of the parties and the precautions of the
rule and its controls were decided. The Usuul scholarship finally settled on naming it: (the unintended image).
This study aims to review the development of this issue during a selected period to know the circumstances
that this issue went through in terms of change, whether it was progress or regress. The aim is also to show
the motives behind change in both types, to clarify the issue and to present the Usuul scholars’ approaches
to the issue. One of the key findings of the study is that Al-Shafi’i’s approach is the best approach and that the
Usuuli mutakallimuun were the most prolific on this issue and that the Imam of Haramain and Al Qarafi from the
school of mutakallimuun had the most remarkable contribution to the development of the issue. The study also
concludes that the study of this issue ended with Ibn Al Subki.

Keywords: intended image; generality; specification; praise and dispraise; specifying generalization by will.
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