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Abstract

The research aims to examine Cyberbullying within Omani law, focusing on the key
issue of whether acts of Cyberbullying are considered criminal offenses under
current Omani penal laws, or if new legislation is needed to address this issue. The
study uses a descriptive approach to define Cyberbullying and its characteristics, and
an analytical approach to determine whether the existing Omani Penal Code and
cybercrime law cover all forms of Cyberbullying . The research findings indicate
that Cyberbullying encompasses multiple types, and any definition should consider
its nature, means of commission, and purpose. The current laws do not encompass
all forms of Cyberbullying due to its specific nature, which includes subjective
elements such as special intent, repeated behavior, power disparity between the
perpetrator and the victim, and commission through electronic means. As a result, it
is recommended that the Omani legislature explicitly include Cyberbullying as a
distinct crime with its own components and elements, rather than relying solely on
existing punitive provisions in penal laws and cybercrime legislation. Additionally,
non-punitive methods, such as educational programs and technical solutions, should
be employed as essential measures for preventing and addressing Cyberbullying .

Keywords: Cyberbullying , defamation, cybercrimes, social media, discrimination
and hatred.
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(2) Knauf Rhea-Katharina, Eschenbeck Heike, & Hock Michael. Bystanders of

bullying: Social-cognitive and affective reactions to school bullying and

cyberbullying. Cyberpsychology: Journal of Psychosocial Research on
Cyberspace, 12(4), article 3. http://dx.doi.org/10.5817/CP2018-4-3.
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Automatic detection of cyberbullying in social media text.
https://2u.pw/FTQWVIS5.

(2) Bozbayindir, Gulsah Bostanci (2019). Cyberbullying and Criminal Law.
Istanbul Hukuk Mecmuast, 77 (1): 425-450. p429.

DOI: 10.26650/mecmua.2019.77.1.0009.
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(2) Van Hee Cynthia, & al. Op. cit.
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(2) Belgique. Cour de cassation. 18 juin 2018. Numéro d’arét; S.15.0123.N.
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(4) Article 222-33-2, Modifié par LOI n°2014-873 du 4 aoit 2014 - art. 40. “Le fait
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pour effet une dégradation des conditions de travail susceptible de porter atteinte
a ses droits et a sa dignité, daltérer sa santé physique ou mentale ou de
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